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Abstract—A modified finite-element technique for the analysis
of axisymmetric cavities is presented. In this analysis an edge
element approach is used in conjunction with a nodal approach
to represent ali electric field components in the cavity. A bilinear
fnnctioual is formulated from which resonant frequencies and/or
field distributions are obtained. Several geometries are investi-
gated and corresponding results are presented as verification of
the method.

I. INTRODUCTION

IN a previous paper the authors have investigated the

field behavior in coaxial geometries [1] for which the

configuration was uniform in the azimuthal, or q$, direction
and the mode of operation was also invariant in this direction.
We refer to this class of problems as axisymmetric and perform
the analysis using techniques suitable for two-dimensional
geometries by considering any arbitrary +-plane. There ex-
ists, however, a class of circularly cylindrical geometries
for which the configuration is once again invariant in the

azimuthal direction, but the field behavior is not independent

of @ For this type of problem we usually have an a priori
knowledge of the azimuthal variation of the field behavior
in the configuration and may incorporate this information

into our analysis. Since the azimuthal variation is no longer
considered an unknown, we may approach the problem by
modifying the two-dimensional analysis to accommodate the
three-dimensional problem.

The investigation of field behavior in the circular cavity
resonator is an important problem in its own right. The use
of the circular cavity resonator in microwave application
has generated substantial interest, and both experimental and
numerical research have been performed [2] – [10]. For the
purposes of our investigation, we have employed a finite-
element method (FEM) technique. Although in the previous
investigation a nodal approach was used, implementing this
type of technique to the present problem results in spurious, or
nonphysical, modes. This is caused by the improper modeling
of the null space of the curl operator in the conventional
nodal finite-element formulation [11]. To model the null space
correctly, Lee, Sun, and Cendes [12] have suggested the use of
the edge-element method or the higher-order version, i.e., the
tangential vector finite-element method (TVFEM). The appli-
cation of the edge-element method and/or the TVFEM to study
two-dimensional dielectric waveguides [12], three-dimensional
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MMIC passive devices [13], and three-dimensional eddy-

current problems [14], has been successful and reported in
the literature. In the present investigation we modify the edge-

element technique for use in the modeling of axisymmetric
cavities.

In the axisymmetric problems, the azimuthal direction is
always tangential to the interface of material boundaries.
Therefore, a straightforward extension of the edge-element
approach is to use edge-elements together with nodal finite

elements for modeling the transverse and the azimuthal com-
ponents, respectively, of the field vector in the variational

formulation. However, as will be shown in Section II, this

approach does not correctly model the null space of the curl
operator in the cylindrical coordinate system. As a result,
spurious modes are generated. To circumvent this problem,
a change of variables has also been introduced in Section III.
Through this change of variables, we are able to construct a
solution space that contains the null space of the discretized
curl operator and consequently reduces all the spurious modes
to zero eigenvalues.

In the remainder of this paper we present an overview of
the generalized axisymmetric problem. In Section II, a brief

discussion on the null space of the curl operator is presented.
A new and reliable vector finite-element formulation for mod-
eling axisymmetric field problems is proposed in Section III.
Several numerical results are presented in Section IV to con-
firm the validity of the current approach. Also presented in
Section IV is a convergence study demonstrating second-order
accuracy in the eigenvalues obtained using the new method.
Finally, a brief conclusion is presented in Section V.

II. NULL SPACE OF THE CURL OPERATOR

In the cylindrical coordinate system, the curl operator can

be described as

In (l), an e ‘~m$ dependence for every component is assumed.

From (l), we see that a vector l% is in the null space of the
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Fig. 1. Hybrid edge/nodal element.
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Fig. 2. Logarithmic plot of error versus relative size.

curl operator if and only if

(2)

In a more compact notation, we can describe the null space of
the curl operator, in the cylindrical coordinate system, as

where

(4)

We note from (3) that one independent function for (pE+) will
generate one null vector. Therefore, the dimension of A.Ull in
the discretized domain is the same as the number of degrees
of freedom of the (pE4 ) -component.

From (2) and (3), we see that in order to model the null
space correctly in the axisymmetric formulation, the unknown

TABLE I
SUMMARY OF CONVERGENCE STUDY

h=l h=; h=+ h=; h=+)

Number of
nodes

I
6 15 45 153 231

Numter ofelcmcmsI 4 16 64 256 402

Numlxr of
nodal
unknowns o 3 21 105 171

Numkr of
edge
unknowns 3 18 84 360 570

Total numbx
of unknowns 3 21 105 465 741

Numberof
zem
elgenvahes o 3 21 105 171

1 I I I I i I
I%or(%) I 18.261 7.271 1.821 0.521 0.351
[ t

we may obtain the vector wave equation

where k; = W2POC0. By using Galerkin’s method [15] and
assuming the cavity is made of either perfect electric or
magnetic walls, we obtain the bilinear functional for the reso-
nator problem

where Ec is a testing function.
In order to accurately represent the field for any arbitrary

$-plane, we must decompose the field into components both
transverse and normal to the plane of interest. That is, we
write

Similarly, we define

(9)

Using these definitions, the bilinear functional now becomes

variable, which is approximated by the conventional nodal
scalar finite elements, should be (pE4 ) instead of Ed. F@l?)=~~j+

III. FINITE ELEMENT FORMULATION

Beginning with Maxwells’s equations

+ X 1? = jWErE012

e x E = –jwprpofi
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[+ +TE~”+TE++;(~”~.E$)E+
E;E4

1}
+)%(b “~%.) + -p-- dv

-k;~~~c.(i, . i, + E;E4) dV (10)

By noting from (3) that ~r and ~E+ are out of phase by ~,

we may choose

ET = E’.sin m~

and

Ed = ~ cos mq5 (11)

where E’. and ed are chosen to correctly model the null space
of the curl operator, as discussed in Section II. Using this
information and noting that dV = p dp d~ d.z, we may show

//
F’(?’’, i?) = +

.{[P(:.XZ:).(6. XZ.)+$(Z;.Z.)]

m

[(
-c—— eT

)
. ti~e~ + (ti.e~ “ 2.

P )1
+$(G.e~”?Te+)} dp dz

– k;
// [

ET p(zT’ . z.) + ;
1

~ dp dz (12)
o

which is a real generalized eigenvalue problem formulation.
The transverse components of the field may now be ap-

proximated in terms of edge unknowns and the azimuthal
components in terms of the nodal unknowns (see Fig. 1). There
is no inconsistency in this type of decomposition since Ed is

tangential to all boundary surfaces in the plane of interest

and the condition that Ed = O on the conducting surfaces is

easily satisfied. Similarly, since the edge unknowns represent
the projection of the electric field onto a given edge of the
triangular element, the condition that

i.i.=o (13)

is also readily satisfied, where ; is the unit vector tangential
to the conductor surface. An advantage of the application of
t~e edge element technique is that, because of the use of

E. as a state variable, we may, without difficulty, enforce
the Dirichlet boundary condition for the electric field on the
perfect conductor surfaces.

As previously mentioned in Section II, we have chosen
edge-elements as the vector basis function for the transverse
component. We may therefore express the electric field com-
ponents are

ZT = x V.mnem. (14)
m,nm+.

A
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FiE. 3. Air-filled cylindrical resonator with L = 2a and field patterns of
az~muthal electric field component for relative sizes (a) h = -?j-; (b) h = ~;

(c)h =+-; (d) h=&.
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and

(15)
m

where ~~~ is the vector basis function for edge {inn} and
Am is the first-order Lagrange interpolation polynomial for
node m [16]. From our choice of e+ w pE4 we see that
ed E O at p = O for all azimuthal modes since Ed is finite
at this location. It has been noted [17], however, that while
ez = O at p = O for azimuthal modes m # O, e. has a finite
nonzero value for m = O and Z. is subsequently treated as an
unknown at the center of the cavity.

Finally, by enforcing the requirement that

F(E’’,Z)=O (16)

for any testing function E” in the testing function space, we

obtain the generalized eigenmatrix equation

“($.“+ “(<,‘z,)

(17)

IV. NUMERICAL RESULTS

In assembling the eigensystem we notice that there are
singular terms when p -+ O. A common practice is to apply
a transformation of the form F = ~f [18] to eliminate this
singularity, where ~ is now the quantity to be approximated.
However, an alternate approach is to utilize numerical inte-
gration techniques [15]. A seven-point numerical integration

provides acceptable accuracy.
The convergence of the current method is illustrated in

Fig. 2, where h represents the relative size of an individual
mesh element. The test geometry is an air-filled circular
cavity for which the cavity length is twice the radius and
the TE111 mode is dominant with a resonant frequency of
j. = 11.55 MHz. The convergence is governed by e R hN,
where &is the error relative to the exact solution [19] and N is
the value to be determined, i.e., the rate of convergence. From
the figure, we see that as h is decreased, the slope of the error
is asymptotic to the line of slope 2, corresponding to N = 2,
i.e., & cx h2. Table I summarizes the convergence study.

A measure of the effectiveness of the numerical method
arises from observing the field pattern. Figure 3 shows the

HED l--
Substrate Dielectric Air z
E,=2.55 &~=38.5

Fig. 4. Cylindrical dielectric resonator investigated by Kooi et al.
L = 5 mm; R = 6.5 mm’ RI = 9.75 mm; t= 0.762 mm; H = 5 mm.

Fig. 5. Field pattern for dominant mode of resonator in Fig. 4.

geometry of interest and illustrates the electric field strength
for the azimuthal component of the fundamental mode in
the resonator. Due to the symmetry of the problem, it is

necessary to perform analysis and present results for only

one azimuthal plane of the geometry. The field pattern also
indicates convergence as h is decreased. The patterns for the

cases h = ~, h = ~, h = ~, and h = & are presented.

A point of observation is that there is a one-to-one corre-

spondence between the number of nodal unknowns and the
number of zero eigenvalues, as suggested in Section II. This
is in general true for the modes corresponding to m > 0,
for which Z’. and e+ both vanish at p = O. For the modes
corresponding to m = O, the number of zero eigenvalues
exceeds the number of nodal unknowns due to the additional

unknowns at p = O. These unknowns represent the fact that,
for m = O, Z’r is nonzero at the center of the cavity, while

ed once again vanishes.
Several other examples are worth examining. Kooi et al.

[8] investigate the cylindrical dielectric resonator (Fig. 4)
operating in the so-called TEO1$ mode, where 6 < 1. In this
problem the authors use a nodal approach since the geometry
and the field are qLinvariant. A comparison of the resonant
frequencies for the dominant mode obtained by the nodal

approach versus the current method shows an agreement of
approximately 31Z0.Figure 5 illustrates the field behavior for
the dominant mode obtained by the current method.

Lebaric and Kajfez [9] use a finite integration technique
to analyze the dielectric resonator cavity in Fig. 6. The finite
element mesh used in the current study corresponds to 391
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Fig. 6. Dielectric resonator cavity investigated by Lebaric and Kajfez.

TABLE II
COMPARISONOF RESONANTFREQUENCIESFOR

PROBLEMINVESTIGATEDBY LEBARICAND IWFEZ

Lcc$cll(ajfez kiWiMnJ Measwed(GHz) ~;f:yt
Mcde ?vfitua(GH2) Refemmx[ q1

Rl%lured[q ]

ml 7.037 7.169 6.943 3.26

HEM,I 8.742 8.830 8.694 1.56

HEM,* 8.897 9.0s0 8.905 1.97

%1 9.296 9.320 9.185 1.47

HEM2, 10.605 10.726 10.55s I.sg

m, I
11.113] 11.1641 10.943I 2.02I

I I I I

HEM,3 11.226 11.490 11.184 2.7’4

‘W12 11.391 11.766 11.316 3.98

nodes and 704 triangular elements. Table II lists a comparison
of the resonant frequencies obtained by the two methods,
along with the relative errors for the current method. Figure 7
is a plot of the field behavior for the azimuthal component
for the dominant modes corresponding to m = O, 1, and 2.

Keeping with the convention of the authors, this corresponds
to TEO1, HEM1l, and HEM21. The first subscript represents

the azimuthal mode m and the second subscript represents the

position in the ascending ordering for the resonant frequencies

for azimuthal mode m.
Taheri and Mirshekar-Syahkal [10] use a one-dimensiorial

finite-element method to examine several loaded cylindrical
cavities. Results and relative errors for the dielectric rod
(Fig. 8) and the dielectric disk (Fig. 9) are given in Tables III
and IV respectively.

(b)

1985

(c)

Fig. 7. Azimuthal components for dominant modes corresponding to m = O,
1, and 2 for the resonator of Fig. 6.
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Fig. 8. Cavity loaded with dielectric rod.

15.24mm

1. 3.81 ~1 7.62 mm 1- 3.81 mm
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Fig. 9. Cavity loaded with dielectric disk.

TABLE HI
COMPARISONOF RESONANTFREQUENCIESFOR

CAVITYLOADEDWITHDieleCtriC ROD

Taheril WwLiltsl Measured(GHz)Errorof current
Mode Mirshrkw- Mitrla Reference[2] methcdwith

Sydrkrlr (GHz) memmxl[2]
(GHz) (%)

I I I I

‘rMO,o Notavrdable 1.497 1.554 3.668

HE,,, 2.489 2.498 2.494 0.160

%11 Not available 3.059 3.10s 1.577

HE*,, 3.402 3.334 3.391 0.715

TMO1l 3.3s0 3.375 3.363 0.357

HE121 3.813 3.s35 3.828 0.1s3

I-E112 Not available 3.895 3.828 1.75

f3B131 Not available 4.539 4.531 0.177

V. CONCLUSIONS

A generalized finite-element approach utilizing edge un-
knowns in conjunction with nodal unknowns has been pre-
sented for the analysis of axisymmetric circular cavities.
The method proves to be versatile and lends itself to many
applications. For instance, this approach can be modified
for use in design problems that are of great interest in the
development of electronic packaging techniques.
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TABLE IV
COMPARISONOF RESONANT FREQUENCIESFOR

CAVITYLQADEDWITHDIELEC”SRICDISK

Taheril Le@Vitkinsl Manned
Mode

Error of current
Mirshekar- Mitua (GHz) (GHz) methordwirh
Syattkal (GHz) Refmnee[3] measured[31

(%)
I I I I

-r% 3.435 3.508 3.428 2.334

HE, I 4.271 4.266 4.244 0.518
\,
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